New York is the second largest producer of table beet (Beta vulgaris ssp. vulgaris) in the United States. In 2015, a Didymella sp. was isolated from table beet fields across New York. Foliar symptoms included dark sunken spots, large necrotic patches with indefinite margins, and necrotic, round-to-oval lesions (Fig. 1) . The objective was to identify the Didymella sp. associated with table beet, and assess pathogenicity.
FIGURE 2
Didymella americana symptoms on table beet (A) 20 days, (B) 25 days, and (C) 30 days after inoculation; (D) pycnidia in concentric circles; (E) chlamydospores, and (F) conidiospores formed on V8; and a 10-day-old colony on (G) potato dextrose agar, (H) V8 agar, and (I) oatmeal agar (scale bars = 20 μm).
Fifteen control plants were sprayed with the same volume of SDW + 0.2% Tween-20. After inoculation, plants were covered with clear plastic bags for 3 days. Disease incidence (DI) was defined as the number of diseased plants / total number of plants × 100. Four weeks after inoculation, in order to complete Koch's postulates, isolations were conducted from lesions as previously described. The trial was conducted in a completely randomized design and repeated once. In trial 1, necrotic lesions analogous to field samples were observed on two of the plants inoculated with K-001 (DI = 13%) and one inoculated with R63-012 (DI = 6%; Fig. 3 ). Isolations gave rise to D. americana. In trial 2, two plants inoculated with K-001 and four with P-020 and K-004 showed symptoms. Isolations from plants inoculated with P-020 and K-004 gave rise to Pleospora betae, which is known to be seedborne (Harveson et al. 2009 (Boerema et al. 2004) , and lima bean (Gorny et al. 2016) , all found in typical rotations with table beet in western New York. Although the incidence and severity of disease caused by D. americana on table beet is not sufficient to warrant implementation of control strategies specific to D. americana, this provides useful information for assessing inoculum risk for susceptible field crops cultivated in rotation with table beet.
